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Proper schooling facilities for children
Facirities ror education "o n'Tll,:3?iX 
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manner rhis is necessarv to

-r .i OST of rhe DcoDle in thc

lVl ::: :,,* x.? J:I.ti:;
popula(ion' of Bargladesh wcrc
helow dre pover(y li0e. Accordire to
officral datn, lhe levcl oi poverry in
lh. courlrry has rcc€rrtly l)een on lhc
declioe - from 40* to 13%. It ntarls
lha( rnore than 50 milli(nl people ix
roday's BanSladesh are srill poor.
Mosr of (he poor people are poor
,rorn their childhood.

This sccnario of poverty in
tilngladesh is ot significrutly dif'
iarcnr from rhe aleragc global syD'
dr{,rrle. Irr nrost counnres ard wilh
trrosr ofthe pcopie wo dwide, povcr'
ry srarts flom childhood. Sortre chil-
drcr) lle poor by bi(h. Sourc are born
in alRuenr tluilies and lhe olhers are
born rnd Iivc i11 pov€rty.

About 8.0 millior Io l0 million
children lre poor arourd the globe.
Poleny anrong the childrerr js a sig-
Iificanr part of drc roln, poverly.
Thcre nrc lnany realons for lhis

poverty. The social er)vironrreDt and
filrrily incomc do uot allow most
poo, €hildrc,r ro go lo school.
Childrerr not going to school for lack
of opportunity is r1 sigrificant reason
for drei, povelly. Pove(y and school-
ing nre i vercely relaled. The lrigher
is rhc schooling, lhe lowcr is the
pov€rtyi nnd lhc lower is dre school-
ing, rhe higher is tbe pove(y, other
things rernaining the sarne. For exanr-
plc, rh€ poveay in Ban8ladesh has
recelt(ly beeo dccreasio-q with an
increasing rale of Iit€racy - row
reichin-e 6?7.. It rneans lhrr educa-
tjoD cxn fairly help the poor to beal
poverty.

LacI of iirveslrn.nt ir! childreu will
deny theN ol many opporruniries.
Thc acqnisilioD of educatio|l a|d
trainirg, knowledrre skill. lech ologi-
cal sl(ill, inrellecrual ability, smart-
ness etc, all together increose th€
hunun ability and their workirg €ffi'

Parenrs'disibiliry and lack of

k owledge are also responsible fbr
lhe childrcn's poor health-care and
rhejr ur)hc,rlthy physi.al arrd mental
growrh, bes'des thc deuial of educa-
tional opportuni(ies to drcln. Tlte
child.en ir the poor farnilies do nol
hrve enou8h nurriiioo. Meural arrd
physical growth of human bcings rrc
irterdcpcnd€rt. If w< cannot feed our
childrcn. lheir rniud does not fuuctior)
very wcll. Sonrelirnes they become
ill. They cannor receive proper lreaa
rneol servrces for rheir ailing heahh.
su.h childrer Erow withoul havi|g
cno sh physical ability

hvesorent ilt cl]ildren is rhc besl
fonn of ill!csuner)t. Such inrestrnert
is revcr ncgllt;ve. ]t is always posi'
(ive.'Ihrolgh irvesnnent in childrcn,
rhe latter are befitted p€rsonally,
soci:rlly and natiorfllly. The r.rte of
return o ilrvestmenl in children -
particularly for dreir edrcarion - is
very high on all coLrnls.

Long-lenrr susrainable income can
bc assured to today's children, when

they are properly educated and join
rhe wo,kplace on conpletioll ofedu-
cxtior. Inveslncnt iI loday's children
rnay be reqrired to be made for a
pcriod of 20 ,ears. i.e., up ro (he

g[owiug sia8c of d)cir ]ife. Bot lhe
childreo crll reap lhe bcr)efirs of such
iDvesr,nent (cducaliotl) for dre resr of
tirear fut re life.

Irvestmcrt in childrer is, thus, a
kind of business. This is, indeed. fie
best killd oI busiDess we can thiDk of.
Children bonow rnoncy in pracricc
fr{)nr rhcir parerrs in (heir early life.
Thcy car gradually earn iDcorne
rln'ough.jobs in any pllcc of crnpk)y-
rnent or sclf-ernploynren( fields and
thus ean) thc abiliry to repay ihe
Ioarls tlrat were, so to say. take,l frorri

Educatcd Iamilies are self-depend-
eDl oDes, l-he educated people arc
fion)ally heallh]. They know bertcr
how to lakc care of rheir health. lifc
and l,vin8. Educarion does ntake a
differencc. Il can cllangc everythi g-

It helps to keep the people's body and
mi,rd healthy rud lophistjcated. If we
calt achievc lh€ goal of literacy by
100%, our pcrsonnl, fanrily, social
aDd national incom€ wo ld be ma)('
iDrised. We will lher be able ro crealc
favourable worling rrd busr)esr

Our sross doruestic product (CDP)
pcr capita will i,r€rcasc ar a l-aster
pace rhrough erleDsior ol' education
facililies to all concenrcd. Poverty
will decreasc to a substanliEl levcl.
Ther we call develop rhe country
properly. Moreover, with increricd
school enrollnrent, adull litcracy.
higher longcviry and irnprovetnc rs
in hurnan devclopD)ent index. thc
qu0litv ofour ljlt ind living will wic
rress phenonrolal proPrcss,

l is the basic responsibility of dre
pareD$ Io rnvcsl in iheir'childrer. As
oDe of its plin)c public rcsponsibili-
ties, the -qovcrnmeit nlso needs to
invcst in the educrtion scctor at an
increasing ratc on a priority basis and

also cnsure rhe ortcomes of such
expendit res ir cluJlitative tenns.

F0cilitici f,n edLcation nrd hurun
capiral lbrnrtron t rough anvestm:nt
in children hav€ ro oe e)(pandcd iI r,r1

cquit.rblc Dranr.r. ihis is rcccssrry
to erlsure e,tuitalr.L distribulion of
incolnc {nd allrv,!tio of po!erty.
Educrtiorr is f( ill. A culrure of
donalion for lhe (( rcatioa scclor and
re educrlioDal r lonrlions in partic-

ular, in renns.f scholarshrp pro'
gramrnes and f: r r)cial assistance,
has lo be nou islr€d irnong tlre
weallhy and afflu:nt secli(nrs of dre
poprlrtion. The rmourl of nroncy. so
doflorcd. shoLrld hc:o sidere.l a tar-
deduciible incorne. All such actior)s
can cortribute r lo110 rer)rovrl of the
consn'aints Io proper schoolin-e for
ou, childrcn ,nd hcl) lhem grow, and
dev€lop lhemsclvcs, properly tor the
ulrimare bc efit of the $ciety.

Th€ writei I Vice-Chancellor,
Utlara Unlversily


